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the malformation was produced by absence
of the spinous processes, and of a portion of
the bodies of the vertebrae, at the points
occupied by the tumour.
In cases of chronic hydrocephalus, several
of which present themselves every year, we
never obtained any beneficial results from
puncturing the cerebral membranes. In one
case the child’s life was prolonged for some
time after the senses of hearing and seeing
had been lost. The child again took to the
breast, and seemed somewhat stronger, but
died after the fourth puncture. On exa-
mining this child, we found that nothing
existed within the cranium except the an-
terior portions of the brain, although even
these were in a state of diffluence; the pos-
terior parts had completely disappeared, and
their place was occupied by fluid. The
operation was easily performed by intro-
ducing a small trochar at the anterior fon-
tanelle.
Acute Hydrocephalus very frequently at-
tacks our children,even the youngest amongst
them. During summer, especially during
the violent heat of 1831, it was evidently
produced by sun-stroke. The remedies com-
monly employed, and often with success,
are leeches, cold fomentations to the head,
sinapisms, purgatives, nitre and calomel,
with or without digitalis. I propose to
communicate the result of my experience
on this dreadful disease at a future time.
All the children were vaccinated at about
the 14th day after birth. More than 4,000
infants belonging to the establishment, and
2,000 externes, were vaccinated. The me-
thod pursued is as follows :-All the chil-
dren were vaccinated in both arms, by dif-
ferent physicians, and with different vaccine
matter. The lancet-point, charged with mat-
ter, was introduced under the epidermis,
from above downwards, and moved about
in the small wound, so as to bring the vac-
cine in perfect contact with the surface.
Six of these incisions were made on each
arm, partly with the object of introducing a
greater quantity of matter, and partly with
that of rendering the operation more certain ;
this latter was probably obtained, for on an
average we do not fail in more than eight
out of one hundred cases.
The vaccine pustules vary much in size,
form, &c., according to the individual. In
maturely born and healthy children they
commonly present the aspect described by
Jenner, and run the same course. Hence
I cannot admit with Rust, and several
other writers, the idea of the vaccine matter I
having degenerated, especially since that
we employ has never been renewed since
Jenner’s time ; yet its power seems as per-
fect as when it was first introduced. The
propriety of vaccination, after a lapse of ten
to fifteen years, seems to be better demon-
strated ; for) in our children, when re-vacci-
nation was practiced, true vaccine pustules
manifested themselves in three out of 100
cases.
I cannot conclude these brief and strictly
practical remarks on the diseases of new-
born children, without observing that my
own experience, confirmed by that of many
modern writers, shows that most of the dis.
eases of this period of life are connected
with congestion or inflammation. This is
proved, not only by the result of numerous
post-mortem examinations,sh owing the exist.
ence of inflammation, or at least congestion,
in most of the tissues,’ but also by the suc-




"LIFE OF JOHN HUNTER,"
EDITED BY MR. PALMER.
WE preface the following characteristic
extracts, (which will afford some very plea-
sant reading to those who have not purchased
the above work), with an introductory re-
mark by Mr. OTTLEY, whose apology will
serve a double purpose,-the biographer’s
and our own :&laquo; During the time," says Mr.
Ottley, " that Mr. Palmer contemplated
writing this life himself, he was at the pains
to gather as much general information, and
as many authentic anecdotes, as possible,
respecting the subject of this memoir, from
his surviving friends and pupils. Of these
anecdotes, many of which are highly charac-
teristic, I have introduced by far the greater
number ; some which I have inserted may
be thought so trivial as scarcely to have
merited notice ; but I have preferred rather
to risk having this laid to my charge, than to
omit anything that might serve to illustrate
Hunter’s real character."
Tenderheartedness of Surgeons,&mdash;We seize,
first of all, the opportunity of extracting the
following pleasant anecdote from a short
notice of Cheselden, under whom Hunter
studied at Chelsea Hospital:- Cheselden’s
manners were exceedingly kind and gentle,
and notwithstanding the extensive practice
he had enjoyed, he always, before an opera-
tion, felt sick at the thoughts of the pain he
was about to inflict ; though during its per-
formance his coolness and presence of mind
never forsook him. In alluding to this feel-
ing, Moraud relates an anecdote of a French
surgeon, who, on visiting the hospital, ex-
pressed great surprise at witnessing such
an evidence of weakness, as he considered
it, on the part of so famous a surgeon. After
the operation was over, the visitor was in-
vited by Cheselden to accompany him to the
fencing school, whither he was going to see
a sparring match; but here the tables were
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completely turned, for no sooner did the
contest begin, than the stranger turned pale
at the sight, and was obliged speedily to
betake himself to the open air."&mdash;Page 9.
Hunter’s early Freedom of Habits.&mdash;" He
was fond of company, and as lie had not,
like Haller, forsworn the use of wine on
commencing his medical studies, though he
found it necessary to do so in after life, he
mixed much in the society of young men of I
his own standing, and joined in that sort of
dissipation which men at his age, freed from
restraint, are but too apt to indulge in. Here,
as in graver matters, his ambition urged him
to take the lead of his companions, amongst
whom he went by the familiar title of Jack
Hunter.’ Nor was he always very nice in
the choice of his associates, but sometimes
sought entertainment in the coarse broad
humour to be found amid the lower ranks
of society. He was employed by his brother
to cater for the dissecting-room, in the course
of which employment he became a great
favourite with that certainly not too respect-
able class of persons, the resurrection men;
and one of the amusements in which he took
especial pleasure, was to mingle with the
gods in the shilling gallery, for the purpose
of assisting to damn the productions of un-
happy authors, an office in which he is said
to have displayed peculiar tact and vigour."
- Page 10.
His Destination in Life.&mdash;’’ In 1753 it was
not yet decided what line of practice John
should pursue, and as there were thoughts
of his becoming a physician, William, who
was a good classic, and valued literary at-
tainments, recommended his brother to de-
vote some time to the cultivation of those
branches of knowledge which he had hither-
to so entirely neglected. He was also re-
commended, it would seem, to try his for-
tune as an accoucheur ; but neither this
proposal nor the former was to his liking,
and he eventually decided on confining him-
self to the practice of surgery. In speaking
of this period of his life, some years after-
wards, Hunter said, They wanted to
make an old woman of me; or that I should
stuff Latin and Greek at the University ;
but,’ added he, significantly pressing his
thumb-nail on the table, these schemes I
cracked like so many vermin as they came
before me.’ It was fortunate, probably,
that he decided as he did, for though his
future progress was slow, the roughness of
his manners would have been a still greater
impediment to him in either of the other
branches of the profession."-Page 14.
Knowledge before Riches.-&deg; To witness
an interesting or extraordinary case he
would take any trouble, or go almost any
distance, without a chance of pecuniary
recompense ; but to the daily routine of
practice he always returned unwillingly,
and even when he had acquired a lucrative
and extensive business he valued it only as
affording him the means of pursuing his
favourite studies. This feeling he would
often express to his friend Mr. Lynn, when
called to see a patient, by saying, as he un-
willingly laid by his dissecting instruments,
 Well, Lynn, I must go and earn this d-d
guinea, or I shall be sure to want it to-mor-
row.’ Hunter was much addicted to swear-
ing, and constantly interlarded his conversa-
tion with expressions of this sort."
His Contempt of Minced Words.-" As a
means of increasing his income, Hunter de-
termined on delivering lectures on anatomy
and operative surgery to a private class.
These he continued for several years; but
so far were his talents, and his enlightened
views, from exciting the attention they
merited, that his hearers never’amounted
to twenty. ‘Dr. Garthshore,’ said the late
facetious William Wadd, occasionallylook
ed in, wound up his watch, and fell asleep.’
Dr. Garthshore was quite a physician of
the old school, always well dressed, and
exceedingly polite, and a great favourite
with the dowagers. He was intimate with
John Hunter, who did not, however, treat
him with much ceremony. One day the
Doctor, on entering the dissecting-room
where Hunter was at work, began as usual
with great entpresse2nent, My d-e-a-r Johu
Hunter’-‘ My dear Tom Fool,’ replied
Hunter, looking up and imitating the tone
and manner of the astonished Doctor:’-
Page 28.
Illustration for a Parent.&mdash;" Mr. Nicol,
bookseller to the king, had lost five children,
and his wife was in the family-way for the
sixth. Hunter, in passing one day, dropped
in, and asked Mr. Nicol if he intended to
kill this, as he had killed all the rest of his
children. Mr. N., who was a North-country-
man, had, on false principles, endeavoured
to inure his children to cold and rough
usage, thinking that if they could not sur-
vive this they would never live to be reared
to manhood. Not understanding such a
question, therefore, he demanded of Hunter
what he meant. ’Why,’ said Hunter, ’do
you know what is the temperature of a hen
with her callow brood? because, if you
don’t, I’ll tell you.’ He then proceeded to
explain the necessity of warmth to young
animals, and convinced Mr. Nicol of the
propriety of changing his plan, which he
did, and with complese success."&mdash;Page 29.
Familiarity with Wild Beasts. - " He
purchased a piece of ground called Earl’s
Court, at Brompton, about two miles from
London, and built a small house, where he
used to spend much of his time, and where
he parsued most of those researches which
form the subjects of his papers in the Philo-
sophical Transactions, or are detailed in his
work on the Animal (Economy. Here it
was his delight to spend an hour or two
856
amongst the strange inmates congregated
from all parts of the globe, engaged in ob-
serving their habits and instincts, and amus-
ing himself in making them exert their
various methods of self-defence against his
playful attacks. As might be expected, he
sometimes got himself into perilous situa-
tions in his character of assailant. On one
such occasion he was thrown down by a
little bull which the Queen had given him,
and with which he had been wrestling, and
had not one of his servants accidentally
seen his danger, and driven off the victor,
he would not have escaped without severe
injury. In another of his adventures, still
more serious consequences might have en-
sued. Two leopards, which he kept chained
in an outhouae, broke from their confinement,
and got into the yard with the dogs : a fierce
encounter immediately commenced, the
noise of which alarmed the neighbourhood,
and quickly brought out Hunter to inquire
into its cause. He found one of the leopards
engaged with the dogs, whilst the other was
making his escape over the wall, and in-
stantly, though quite unarmed, he ran up
and laid hold of both the animals, which, for-
tunately, submitted to be led back to their
den and secured. When the danger was
over, however, he beeame so agitated at the
recollection of it that he fainted:’-Page 32.
His Epistolary Style.&mdash;" Dr. Jenner was
Hunter’s pupil when he was in his twenty-
first year, and Hunter in his forty-second,
and his mind, says Mr. Ottley, was ever
strongly impressed with respect and esteem
for the character of Us great master. Their
intercourse was kept up by letter until
within a short period of Hunter’s death.
Many of the letters furnish interesting me-
morials of the mind of him who penned
them. Jenner never mentioned Hunter but
in terms of regard and atfection; his usual
appellation for him was ’ the dear man,’ an
epithet which is used, in speaking of him, by
others of his friends who still survive. When
the following’letter was written, Jenner was
practising as a surgeon at Berkley, in Glou-
cestershire:&mdash;
"DEAR JENNER, I received yours, and
was extremely happy to hear of your suc-
cess in business: I hope it will continue. I
am obliged to you for thinking of me, espe-
cially in my natural history. I shall be
glad of your observations on the cuckoo, and
upon the breeding of toads: be as particular
as you possibly can. If you can pick me
up anything that is curious, and prepare it
for me, either in the fish or flesh way, do it.
Pictures* have been very cheap, but the
season is now over. There will be but one
sale, viz., Fordyce’s; but I believe all his
pictures are exquisite, and will go beyond
" Hunter was very fond of pictures, and valued
himself on his connoisseurship in the art. Of prints
he had a large and valuable collection. ,
you or me. Since you wrote to me I pur-
chased up a small landscape of Barrett’s, of
cattle and herd: I gave five pounds seven
shillings and sixpence : it is one of his eight-
guinea pictures. You shall have it or not, as
you please. I have one of the same size,
that I bought of him some time ago. I saw
the young lady, your patient: I do not
know well what can be done. If it is pos-
sible to pass a bougie from the nose up the
duct to the sac it might be of service; but
nothing but a solid can be of any use as a
local application. Her general habit should
be attended to, such as sea-bathing, or cold
bath, using a good deal of gentle exercise,
such as getting up early in the morning,
riding, &c. She might take gentle mercurials
with the bark and cicnta. Let me hear
from you soon. Ever yours, JoHN HUNTER."
- Page 36.
Aitothei- Letter to Dr. Jenner.&mdash;" DEAR
JENKER, I received yours, as also the
cuckoo’s stomach : I should like to have a
few more, for they do not all show the same
thing. If possible, I wish you could remove
the cuckoo’s egg into another bird’s nest,
and tame the young one, to see what note it
has. There is employment for you, young
man ! If you collect eggs, you should also
collect the nests, and I do not care how
many you send. I wanted a crow’s nest, as
also a magpie’s, in the branches of the trees
where they are built, but I am afraid it is
now too late. This evening, looking into
my book to scratch out the name of one who
had paid me, and whose name began with
M, I saw a Mr. Matthews of Berkley, re-
commended by you. He did not pay me. I
forget whether he was recommended by you
as a friend to serve him or me : if it was to
serve him, I scratch him out of my book.
Do you keep an account of the observations
on the cuckoo, or must I refer to your letters? ’?
I want a nest with the eggs in it; also one
with a young cuckoo; also an old cuckoo.
I hear you saying, there is no end of your
wants. Ever yours, JOHN HUNTER."&mdash;P.46.j His TVife and his Associates.- Mrs. Hun.
ter, sister of Sir E. Home, was an agree-
able, clever, and handsome woman, a little
of a bas belu, and rather fond of gay society,
a taste which occasionally interfered with
her husband’s more philosophic pursuits.
He naturally preferred the company of able
and scientific men to that of the gay circle
in which Mrs. Hunter’s brilliancy was fitted
to shine. So far was he, indeed, from
finding relaxation for his mind in mixed
society that he really experienced fatigue
from remaining long in company where the
conversation wanted connection, and he,
therefore, occasionally interposed his martial
authority to check the inroads of these
troops of idlers. On returning late one
evening, after a hard day’s fag, he un-
expectedly found his drawing-room filled
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with musical professors, connoisseurs, and
other idlers, whom Mrs. Hunter had as-
sembled. He was greatly irritated, and
walking straight into the room addressed
the astonished guests pretty much in the
following strain :-’ I knew nothing of this
kick-up, and I ought to have been informed
ofit before-hand; but as I am now returned
home to study I hope the present company
will retire.’ The intimation was of course
speedily followed by an exeunt omnes. No
serious disturbance to their concord, how-
ever, seems to have arisen from this dif-
ference in tastes, and there is every reason
to believe that this alliance was a source of
great happiness to him during the remainder
of his life. The fruits of their union were
four children, two of whom are still living,&mdash;
John, his eldest son, and Agnes, who mar-
ried Captain, afterwards Sir James Camp-
bell."&mdash;Page 40.
Style of Lecturing and Timidity.&mdash;" He
appeared but to little advantage as a lec-
turer; his language, though forcible, was
inelegant, and often coarse. In speaking,
for example, of a case of gun-shot wound,
he described the ball as having gone into
the man’s belley, and hit his guts such a
d-d thump that they mortified.’ And in
relating his own case, where secondary
symptoms had ensued on innoculation with
the matter of chancre, he repeated over so
often, and in so peculiar a tone, I I knocked
down the disease with mercury, and I killed ’,
it,’ that the whole class of pupils at length
burst into a loud fit of laughter. His de- I
livery was heavy and unengaging, as he
rarely raised his eyes from his book ; and,
in addition to this, jthe doctrines he taught
were new, and often obscure and theoretical.
The many who found it troublesome to
think, and desired only straightforward
directions for every-day practice, sought
other teachers ; for, notwithstanding the
length of the course, which in late years
extended to eighty-six lectures, he entered ’,
but little into the minute details of practice, ’’,
and gave little or no account of the opera-
tions of surgery, but confined himself al- I
most exclusively to the theory and principles
of the art. It was an instance of Hunter’s
perseverance, that though his dislike to de-
livering himself in public was so great that
lie never commenced a course of lectures
without having recourse to laudanum, he
continued the practice of lecturing for many
years. His opinions were, for the most
part, peculiar to himself, and he was desirous
of subjecting them to the test of public opi-
nion, by this the best mode, until they were
sufliciently matured in his own mind to be
committed to print."&mdash;Page 48.
His Candour and Love of the Truth.&mdash;" He
was not indulgent towards his own theories
when he discovered them to be erroneous.
To a pupil (Sir Astley Cooper) who asked
with surprise, whether he had not the year
before stated an opinion on some point
directly at variance with one he had just
put forth ? He replied, Very likely I did ;
I hope I grow wiser every year :’ and to the
same purport he answered Professor Cole-
man (another of his pupils), who asked
whether he had not written so and so ?
’Never ask me what I have said, or what I
have written; but if you will ask me what
my present opinions are, I will tell you.’
Occasionally, too, he would say to any of
the pupils whom he saw taking notes, You
had better not write down that observation,
for very likely I shall think differently next
year :’ and on one occasion, after lecturing
for a considerable time, he stopped short,
raised his spectacles, and said, I Gentlemen,
I think you had better omit what I have
been saying; the fact is, I had an idea when
I wrote down this, but I have lost the train
of thought connected with it, and I cannot
now recall it."’-Page 48.
Violent Sallies of Passion.&mdash;" To these the
inmates of Hunter’s house were not un-
frequently subjected.-Home states, that
’ Hunter’s temper was warm and impatient,
readily provoked, and when irritated not
easily soothed.’ An intrusion on his studies,
even by one with whom he was on friendly
terms, would call forth expressions of strong
disgust and impatience : an object, of which
lie was in want, being misplaced, would
bring down all the vials of his wrath on
the offender; and during these fits of pas-
sion he used to swear in the most outrageous
manner."-Page 51.
Domestic Habits. ‘ Hunter was a great
economist of time, and was always very
punctual in fulfilling his appointments, to
ensure which he kept a regular entry of his
engagements in a book at home, and carried
an exact copy of this in his waiscoat pocket.
He was equally strict in enforcing punctua-
lity on his household: he dined at four, then
the fashionable hour, and gave strict orders
that dinner should be ready punctually
whether he was at home or not. He was a
very moderate eater, and set little value on
the indulgence of the palate. During many
of the latter years of his life he drank no
wine, and, therefore, seldom remained long
at table after dinner, except when he had
company; but then, though he abstained
himself, he was not willing to allow his
friends to follow his example. Come, fel-
low,’ said he, in his usual blunt way, to
Mr. (Sir William) Blizard, ’ Why don’t you
drink your wine?’ Mr. B. pleaded in excuse
a whitlow, which caused him much pain.
Hunter ridiculed his excuse. ’Come,come,
! john,’ said Mrs. Hunter, I you will please
to remember that you were delirious for two
days when you had a boil on your finger
some time ago.’ This turned the laugh
against Hunter, who now ceased from im-
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portuning his guest. After dinner he was
accustomed to sleep for about an hour, and
his evenings were spent either in preparing
or delivering lectures, in dictating to an
amanuensis the records of particular cases,
of which he kept a regular entry, or in a
similar manner committing to paper the sub-
stance of any work on which he chanced to
be engaged. At twelve the family went to
bed, and the butler, before retiring,to rest,
used to bring in a fresh argand lamp, by the
light of which Hunter continued his labours
until one or two in the morning, or even
later in winter:’-Page 52.
OBSERVATIONS
ON THE PRESENT CONDITION OF
MEDICAL RELIEF FOR THE SICK
PAUPERS,
WITH RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AN
ALTERED AND IMPROVED SYSTEM.
1. A CONSIDERABLE proportion of the ge-
neral practitioners of medicine in this
country, are engaged by the Poor Law
authorities to supply medical attendance
and medicines to the sick paupers. More
practitioners, who are not thus employed
at present, have been so formerly, or are
expecting to be so in future.
The appointment to the medical care of
a Union, or district, affords the readiest
opportunity for obtaining or preserving pri-
vate practice in the locality of such ap-
pointment, and thus for securing a means
of livelihood. There is a vast and an in-
creasing number of unemployed young
men in the medical profession.
Under the present system, therefore, the
majority of medical men are found to sub-
mit to any regulations, however degrading
to their professional station, and to accept
any remuneration, however insufficient in
itself to secure the required aid, in order
either to preserve their former sphere of
practice from encroachment, or to enlarge
that sphere, or to procure an advantageous
introduction into an entirely new sphere.
It is, therefore, obvious, that the influ-
ence, direct and indirect, possessed by the
administrators of the Poor Law over the
great body of general practitioners, is im-
mense, and must have an injurious effect
upon their moral position, and their station
in society.
This influence is, however, much in-
creased by the fact, that the professional
reputation of the medical officers of Unions
is at the mercy of the Poor-Law Commis-
sioners and the Boards of Guardians; both
of which parties, although destitute of me-
dical knowledge and information, possess
the power of deciding as to the proper per-
formance of medical duties, of exculpating
any practitioner employed by them from
charges affecting his professional conduct,
or of branding him as unskilful in his vo-
cation, or negligent of his duty.
So long, indeed, as the present unlimited
powers of appointing and dismissing, of
summoning and judging, of justifying and
condemning, medical practitioners, continue
to be vested in parties necessarily so in-
competent (even although a fairer remune-
ration for the duties performed were con.
ceded), the medical department of the Poor
Law must continue a fruitful source of de-
gradation to the profession, of contention
and complaint in every locality, and of sus-
picion and dissatisfaction, not only towards
the Poor Law administration, but towards
the Government of the country.
1. It has long been found expedient, that
medical men employed in the public ser-
vice should be placed under medical su-
pervision. For this reason, and to remedy
the serious evils just noticed, as well as to
introduce some uniformity and regularity*
into the medical arrangements for the sick
poor. We recommend that the general su,
perintendence and controul of the medical
department of the Poor Law admistration ’
be entrusted to a Medical Board, similar to
the army and navy medical boards, and
composed of persons practically acquainted
with medical parochial duties.
2. The remuneration awarded to Union
medical officers, is either determined by
" Tender," or is fixed by the Poor Law
Commissioners.
The first of these modes has the effect of
reducing the remuneration (for reasons re.
lating to private practice already men-
tioned), to a mere nominal amount, and
therefore cannot be relied on as a means of
ascertaining what is just to the profession,
or of ensuring proper attendance to the sick
poor. It is, besides, universally considered
by medical men as disgraceful to them, and .
is not practised in any other learned pro-
fession, nor in the army and navy, nor in
any civil office, nor in any liberal occupa-
tion ; and, if introduced into any of these de-
partments, would produce the same dissa-
tisfaction and sense of degradation to the
persons employed, and the same inferior
performance of duty.
The second of the above-named modes
is frequently combined with the first; that
is, if the "tenders" offered are not con-
sidered low enough, the Poor Law Com-
* The present entire absence of anything
like uniformity and regularity in the me-
dical arrangements of the Poor Law Com-
missioners, may be seen by a reference to
the Reports of the several Assistant Poor
Law Commissioners, contained in the Ap-
pendix to the Second Annual Report of the
Central Board.
